Proper 8 
Closest to June 29  

2 Kings 2:1-2,6-14 
Ps. 77:1-2,11-20 
or 
1 Kings 19:15-16,19-21
Ps. 16

Galatians 5:1,13-25
Luke 9:51-62
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost: 


Proper 8
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

[bookmark: OLDTEST]The Second Book of Kings 	2: 1-2, 6-14
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.

Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit." He responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, "Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?" When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

[bookmark: EPISTLE]Psalm 	77: 1-2, 11-20 
1  	I will cry aloud to God; *
 		I will cry aloud, and he will hear me.
2  	In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; *
 		my hands were stretched out by night and did not tire;
 		I refused to be comforted.
 
11  	I will remember the works of the LORD, *
 		and call to mind your wonders of old time.
12  	I will meditate on all your acts *
 		and ponder your mighty deeds.
13  	Your way, O God, is holy; *
 		who is so great a god as our God?
14  	You are the God who works wonders *
 		and have declared your power among the peoples.
15  	By your strength you have redeemed your people, *
 		the children of Jacob and Joseph.
16  	The waters saw you, O God;
	the waters saw you and trembled; *
 		the very depths were shaken.
17  	The clouds poured out water;
	the skies thundered; *
 		your arrows flashed to and fro;
18  	The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
	your lightnings lit up the world; *
 		the earth trembled and shook.
19  	Your way was in the sea,
	and your paths in the great waters, *
 		yet your footsteps were not seen.
20  	You led your people like a flock *
 		by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

OR

The First Book of Kings 	19: 15-16, 19-21
The LORD said to Elijah, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place."

So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you." Then Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what have I done to you?" He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.



Psalm    16
1  	Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
 		I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord,
 		my good above all other.”
2  	All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
 		upon those who are noble among the people.
3  	But those who run after other gods *
 		shall have their troubles multiplied.
4  	Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
 		nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
5  	O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; *
 		it is you who uphold my lot.
6  	My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
 		indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
7  	I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; *
 		my heart teaches me, night after night.
8  	I have set the LORD always before me; *
 		because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
9  	My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *
 		my body also shall rest in hope.
10  	For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
 		nor let your holy one see the Pit.
11  	You will show me the path of life; *
 		in your presence there is fullness of joy,
 		and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
The Epistle to the Galatians 	5: 1, 13 - 25
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.


The Gospel according to Luke   9: 51 - 62
When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."

聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 六 主 日  

祝 文  合 時 儀 文   第 八 式
全能的上帝，你建立教會，用使徒和先知做根基，耶穌基督親自做了房角首石：求主使我們在他們所傳的道理上同心合意，彼此聯絡，成為主所喜悅的聖殿；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督，聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。阿們。

[bookmark: 2:15]列 王 紀 下  2: 1-2, 6-14
耶和華要用旋風接以利亞升天的時候，以利亞與以利沙從吉甲前往。以利亞對以利沙說：“耶和華差我往伯特利去，你可以在這裡等候。”以利沙說：“我指著永生的耶和華，又敢在你面前起誓，我必不離開你。”於是二人下到伯特利。

以利亞對以利沙說：“耶和華差遣我往約旦河去，你可以在這裡等候。”以利沙說：“我指著永生的耶和華，又敢在你面前起誓，我必不離開你。”於是二人一同前往。有先知門徒去了五十人，遠遠地站在他們對面，二人在約旦河邊站住。以利亞將自己的外衣捲起來，用以打水，水就左右分開，二人走乾地而過。過去之後，以利亞對以利沙說：“我未曾被接去離開你，你要我為你做甚麼，只管求我。”以利沙說：“願感動你的靈加倍地感動我。”以利亞說：“你所求的難得。雖然如此，我被接去離開你的時候，你若看見我，就必得著；不然，必得不著了。”他們正走著說話，忽有火車火馬將二人隔開，以利亞就乘旋風升天去了。以利沙看見，就呼叫說：“我父啊！我父啊！以色列的戰車馬兵啊！”以後不再見他了。於是以利沙把自己的衣服撕為兩片。他拾起以利亞身上掉下來的外衣，回去站在約旦河邊。他用以利亞身上掉下來的外衣打水，說：“耶和華，以利亞的上帝在哪裡呢？”打水之後，水也左右分開，以利沙就過來了。

詩  篇	 77: 1-2, 11-20
1	我要向上帝發聲呼求﹔*
		我向上帝發聲，他必留心聽我。
2	我在患難之日尋求主﹔*
		我在夜間不住的舉手禱告﹔
		我的心不肯受安慰。

11	我要提說耶和華所行的﹔*
		我要記念你古時的奇事。
12	我也要思想你的經營，*
		默念你的作為。
13	上帝啊，你的作為是潔淨的﹔*
		有何神大如上帝呢？
14	你是行奇事的上帝﹔*
		你曾在列邦中彰顯你的能力。
15	你曾用你的膀臂贖了你的民，*
		就是雅各和約瑟的子孫。
16	上帝啊，諸水見你，
	一見就都驚惶﹔*
		深淵也都戰抖。
17	雲中倒出水來﹔
	天空發出響聲﹔*
		你的箭也飛行四方。
18	你的雷聲在旋風中;
	電光照亮世界﹔*
		大地戰抖震動。
19	你的道在海中，
	你的路在大水中﹔*
		你的腳蹤無人知道。
20	你曾藉摩西和亞倫的手引導你的百姓，*
		好像羊群一般。


[bookmark: _GoBack]
或

列 王 紀 上	19: 15-16, 19-21
耶和華對以利亞說：“你回去，從曠野往大馬士革去。到了那裡，就要膏哈薛作亞蘭王；又膏寧示的孫子耶戶作以色列王；並膏亞伯米何拉人沙法的兒子以利沙作先知接續你。”

於是，以利亞離開那裡走了，遇見沙法的兒子以利沙耕地，在他前頭有十二對牛，自己趕著第十二對。以利亞到他那裡去，將自己的外衣搭在他身上。以利沙就離開牛跑到以利亞那裡說：“求你容我先與父母親嘴，然後我便跟隨你。”以利亞對他說：“你回去吧！我向你做了甚麼呢?”以利沙就離開他回去，宰了一對牛，用套牛的器具煮肉給民吃，隨後就起身跟隨以利亞，服事他。


詩  篇     16 
1	上帝啊，求你保佑我，因為我投靠你。*
		我的心哪，你曾對耶和華說：你是我的主；
		我的好處不在你以外。
2	論到世上的聖民，他們又美又善，*
		是我最喜悅的。
3	以別神代替耶和華的，*
		他們的愁苦必加增。
4	他們所澆奠的血我不獻上，*
		我嘴唇也不提別神的名號。
5	耶和華是我的產業，是我杯中的分；*
		我所得的你為我持守。
6	用繩量給我的地界，坐落在佳美之處；*
		我的產業實在美好。
7	我必稱頌那指教我的耶和華；*
		我的心腸在夜間也警戒我。
8	我將耶和華常擺在我面前，*
		因他在我右邊，我便不至搖動。
9	因此，我的心歡喜，我的靈快樂；*
		我的肉身也要安然居住。
10	因為你必不將我的靈魂撇在陰間，*
		也不叫你的聖者見朽壞。
11	你必將生命的道路指示我。*
		在你面前有滿足的喜樂；
		在你右手中有永遠的福樂。

加 拉 太 書	5:1, 13-25
基督釋放了我們，叫我們得以自由，所以要站立得穩，不要再被奴僕的軛挾制。

弟兄們，你們蒙召是要得自由，只是不可將你們的自由當作放縱情慾的機會，總要用愛心互相服事。因為全律法都包在“愛人如己”這一句話之內了。你們要謹慎，若相咬相吞，只怕要彼此消滅了。我說：你們當順著聖靈而行，就不放縱肉體的情慾了。因為情慾和聖靈相爭，聖靈和情慾相爭，這兩個是彼此相敵，使你們不能做所願意的。但你們若被聖靈引導，就不在律法以下。情慾的事都是顯而易見的，就如姦淫、污穢、邪蕩、拜偶像、邪術、仇恨、爭競、忌恨、惱怒、結黨、紛爭、異端、嫉妒、醉酒、荒宴等類。我從前告訴你們，現在
又告訴你們，行這樣事的人必不能承受上帝的國。聖靈所結的果子，就是仁愛、喜樂、和平、忍耐、恩慈、良善、信實、溫柔、節制。這樣的事，沒有律法禁止。凡屬基督耶穌的人，是已經把肉體連肉體的邪情私慾同釘在十字架上了。我們若是靠聖靈得生，就當靠聖靈行事。

路 加 福 音   9: 51 - 62
耶穌被接上升的日子將到，他就定意向耶路撒冷去， 便打發使者在他前頭走。他們到了撒馬利亞的一個村莊，要為他預備。那裡的人不接待他，因他面向耶路撒冷去。他的門徒雅各、約翰看見了，就說：“主啊，你要我們吩咐火從天上降下來燒滅他們，像以利亞所做的嗎？”耶穌轉身責備兩個門徒，說：“你們的心如何，你們並不知道。人子來不是要滅人的性命，是要救人的性命。”說著就往別的村莊去了。他們走路的時候，有一人對耶穌說：“你無論往哪裡去，我要跟從你 。”耶穌說：“狐狸有洞，天空的飛鳥有窩，只是人子沒有枕頭的地方。”又對一個人說：“跟從我來！”那人說：“主，容我先回去埋葬我的父親。”耶穌說：“任憑死人埋葬他們的死人，你只管去傳揚上帝國的道。”又有一人說：“主，我要跟從你，但容我先去辭別我家裡的人。”耶穌說：“手扶著犁向後看的，不配進上帝的國。”
